


https://education.huntington.org/by-teachers-for-teachers/hawaiian-creation-stories-occupation-and-resistance


The Kumulipo is a genealogical chant connecting back to the origins of everything and 
describing the interconnectedness of all things. Kumulipo translates loosely to “the source of 
darkness.” Darkness is understood to be a fertile space, not something scary to be feared. All life 
arose out of this darkness.

The Kumulipo is composed of 16 wā (eras) that go from darkness to light. Sea creatures 
birthed in each wā have a paired land creature or land plant. These pairings promote 
understanding that all things are interconnected.

The Kumulipo states that the islands are birthed in the same way people are. This shared 
origin reinforces the knowledge that the ‘āina (land) is a living being. To learn more about the 
Kumulipo, watch this video. 

During the kingdom period, Hawaiians 
recited the Kumulipo as an assertion of 
agency and statehood. After the illegal 
overthrow of the Hawaiian government,
Hawaiians continued to recite the Kumulipo, 
keeping their powerful cultural heritage alive 
in the face of military occupation. During her

imprisonment, Queen Lili‘uokalani translated 
the Kumulipo into English.

https://youtu.be/IXQGhErjCFk
https://youtu.be/IXQGhErjCFk
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https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/queen-liliuokalani
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/hawaii-not-multicultural-paradise-some-say-it-is
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/five-things-know-about-liliuokalani-last-queen-hawaii-180967155/
https://www.history.com/topics/19th-century/liliuokalani
http://libweb.hawaii.edu/digicoll/annexation/petition/pet-intro.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tw4CyxBJEQ&ab_channel=TRACKS
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Kamehameha II, King of 
Hawaii, 1797–1824, 
1824. Hawai‘i State 
Archives.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/60199688@N08/39841900111/in/photolist-23GG9Qg-23GGaci-22kgL9k-23aYiJA-23DRauJ-22kgJAk-JKPLzx-E3CGxc-23DR5d1-22kgCyF-7vA4Qr-FyKfnq-22kgDc4-FyKfTA-22kgM46-22kgKfr-vz59L1-23GGaun-23GGaCZ-23GG9op-23GGajx-22kgCa4-22kgKMZ-23GG9xT-RnoZee-RnoZbt-JKPLEx-22kgL1V-22BXZj1-JKPHix-E3CKJn-5ddZnC-23DR5A5-NxxKcL-9nG5uY-P19iKn-JKPGce-an9fUk-JKPLuH-8ETJvy-7M4WJ8-knobCK-5ddZnf-aD85B-RnpeXH-9nG2QC-dMsw7v-9nCWwV-9nG3C3-9nCTvZ/
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p16003coll7/id/5384/rec/3
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll2/id/8108/rec/55
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p9539coll1/id/13496/rec/1
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p16003coll7/id/5414/rec/2
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p9539coll1/id/21675/rec/3%E2%80%8B
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p16003coll7/id/5414/rec/2
https://digitalarchives.hawaii.gov/item/ark:70111/1zT2

